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The old problem of influence...
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The practice of law

The effects on society

The regulation of tech



Vismann: Law as technology
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20th century crises in legal “legibility”
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SOU 1972:47 (Swedish data act) Wormbs, N. (2010),  ”Det digitala imperativet”, Andersson, 
J & Snickars, P. (red.) Efter The Pirate Bay. Stockholm: 
Mediehistoriskt arkiv 19, s. 140–150.



Three paradigms of legal AI

1970–2000

2000–2010

2010–

Role of tech. Role of lawApproach

Expert system
Rule-based logic
Case-based

Ontologies
Knowledge Mgmt
Info. retrieval

Data-driven
Predictive analytics
Machine learning

Formal assistant
“legal engineering”
Precision

Semantic organization
Increase accessibility
Control of Information

“Partner” in decision
Offset complexity
Autonomous

Authority
Trust in legal logic

Infrastructure for democracy
Public transparency

Mgmt of uncertainty & risk
Reactive and Predictive
Privatization of standards



The lost trace
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Explainability
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Autonomy

8

Perceived vs Actual autonomy



Complexity
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Initial AI Integration: AI tools boost productivity in legal work

First-order effects: Reliance on AI increases, new practices emerge

Second-order effects: AI-interpreters needed to do legal work

Systemic Transformation: AI-dependent legal system; humans lose direct understanding



Accountability
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Crisis of 
Accountability



How are we doing?
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Rissland, ”Artificial Intelligence and Law: Stepping Stones to a Model of Legal Reasoning”
The Yale Law Journal , Jun., 1990, Vol. 99, No. 8 (Jun., 1990), pp. 1957-1981



The question of science
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Loevinger , L ( 1949 ) ”Jurimetrics: The Next
Step Forward”,  33 ( 5 ) Minnesota Law
Review 455

Quoted in: Wahlgren, Peter. "The Quest for 
Scientific Methods: Sociology of Law, 
Jurimetrics and Legal Informatics." 
Combining the Legal and the Social in 
Sociology of Law: An Homage to Reza
Banakar. Ed. Håkan Hydén, Roger Cotterrell, 
David Nelken and Ulrike Schultz. Oxford:
Hart Publishing, 2023. 227–238.
.



What must change? technology/practice/concepts
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”The deep structure of modern law has been built on the affordances
of the printing press: on the linearity and sequential processing demands
of written text, which evokes the need for interpretation, reflection and 
contestation.

The study and practice of law have thus been focused on establishing the
meaning of legal norms and their applicability to relevant human interactions,
while establishing the meaning of human action in the light of the applicable
legal norms. 

Data-driven agency builds on an entirely different grammar, its
building blocks are information and behaviour, not meaning and action.”

Mireille Hildebrandt, ”Law as Information in the Era of Data-Driven Agency”, 
The Modern Law Review, Volume 79, January 2016 No. 1.



Turing vs. Arendt
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“The original question, 'Can machines think?' I 
believe to be too meaningless to deserve discussion. 
Nevertheless I believe that at the end of the century 
the use of words and general educated opinion will 
have altered so much that one will be able to speak 
of machines thinking without expecting to be 
contradicted.”

A.M.Turing, “Computing machinery and intelligence”, Mind, 
Volume LIX, Issue 236, October 1950, Pages 433–460

“The problem with modern theories of 
behaviorism is not that they are wrong 
but that they could become true.”

H. Arendt, The Human Condition, 1958: 322.



Law as tech. Tech as law.
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Ways ahead: Saving accountability
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